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PREFACE. 


N O Species of Padoral Mufic is more didinguiihcd by the applaufe and admiration of atl 
go A Judges, than the Songs of DAVID RIZZIO. We cannot indeed, with 
certainty, diftinguifh His compofitions from thofe of his Imitators; nor can we determine, whether 
He formed the mufical talle of the Scots, or only adapted himfelfto the national talle edabli'hed be. 
fore his time : but if we may be ieve tradition, it is to him that the Scots are indebted for many of 
their fined Airs; and cudom has now affixed his name to this particular Mode of Mufical Compo- 
fition. 

So delicate is the fimplicity, and fo iff:fling thfe expreffion, of the Scotch Airs in general, that, 
when judicioufly performed, they never fail to yield uncommon delight. I myfelf have felt their 
power ; and have often regreted that paffi on for refinement and extravagance, which certain Musi¬ 
cians have indulged to fuch a degree, as to make it now almod itnpoffible to afccrcain the true me¬ 
lody of thefe delicate Songs. All that can at prefent be done by one who is defirous of giving a Cor- 
reft Edition of them, is, to colled from a variety ofcopies, therr fcattered beauties, and to make choice 
of fuch melodies as appear mod natural. This plan I have all along kept in view in preparing the 
following Colleflion, which has been the amufement of my lcifure hours for fome years pad. 1 have 
procured accefs to fome very old Manufcripts ; and, that the Mriody might be rendered as com¬ 
plete as poffible, I have fpared no pains in examining and comparing them. 

But as Melody, however complete, is incapable of yielding the highed degree of pleafure with¬ 
out the aflidance of Harmony, I have endeavoured to unite the two Powers ; and I flatter myfelf, 
that my endeavours have not been altogether unfuccefsful. To fet proper Bafles to Scotch Tunes is 
generally accounted no eafy talk. It can be done only by one who duly attends to their peculiar 
modulation, and who is more careful to preferveand aflid their expreffion, than to ind-ilge the luxu¬ 
riance of his own fancy. 

In compliance with a tade not yetentirely fallen into difrepete, I have fubjoined Variations to a 
few of thefeTunes: a freedom, which it is hoped the warmed aflertors of the Original Simplicity of 
the Scotch Mufic willnot feverely blame, when they are told, that it is taken with a view only to ren¬ 
der this Collodion more univerfally entertaining. Indeed I am well aware, that it is almod imooffible 
to give general fatisfaftion where the tades of men are fo various, and where every one will demand 
his favourite airs and favourite paflages: yet I hope my little Work may be thought worthy of fome 
notice by thofe who are real Judges of Scotch Mufic ; and if I be difappointed, 1 fhall have nothing 
to regret, but that my power has been unequal to my inclination of contributing to the amufement of 
the Public. 
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